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English wild flowers can be divided into types according to their
origin

Native
Indigenous plants have been around since the last iege

Introduced or alien flowers

Archaeophytes- non-native plant species introduced into
England prior to 1492 and the discovery of the New World

Neophytes- non-native species introduced after 1492

Some plants introduced prior to 1492 are classed agophytes
because they did not escape into the wild until after that date



Escapes into the wild

Casuali persist weakly, die off in a year or two,
do not become naturalised in the wild

Naturalised 1 persist, multiply and form permanent
populations in the wild

Invasive aliens- introduced plants, which escape
cultivation and form persistent, spreading
and nuisancepopulations in the wild

This may happen many years after their introduction into
the UK

There are 1,402 nomative plants established in the wild in
Great Britain, of which 108 (8%) are stated to have a
negative impact



The Plant Hunters

Sir Joseph Banks went with Captain Cook to the South Pacific
(17681771). He became informal director at Kew in 1773 and
helped make Kew the foremost botanical garden in the world

Sir Joseph Hooker (1811@11) collected c.700 species in India anc
Nepal and added 25 new rhododendrons to the 50 already
known, helping to create a rhododendron craze amongst British
gardeners

In the 20th century, Kew used its own botanists to obtain plants
from around the world, and fredance plant collectors also sent In
plants

FrankKingdonWard (18851958), the last of the great plant
collectors, sent 120 plants to Kew



The plant hunters were adventurers and have had a
good press, at least until now.

They brought back the biggest, the showiest and the
most colourful plants; mainly for botanical gardens
and the great estates and gardens.

Now, some of their introductions have escaped,
taken over habitats and become a nuisance



Giant Hogweed by the River Brit, Dorset
Heracleunmantegazzianum




Size iIs everything!




Leaves, up to a metre across, are said to deprive native species of light




It was introduced from the Caucuses and planted in gardens and estates in the 182(
and has continued to escape ever since. Large stands occur in wasteand beside
streams and rivers



